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i'b  R  A  R  Y 


EGGS— iSS?  '^M  COMING 


U.S.  ...... .-B-^^i^wtfliife 


Broadcast  by  Joseph  V/,  Ktnghorne ,  Food  Distribution  Acijninif^tration,  and 
'vallace  L.  ICadderlv,  Hadio  Service,  in  the  department  of  Agric\iltv2-e 
portion  of  the  National  Parm  and  Home  Hour,  -'onday,  S'sbruary  1^^,  19-1-", 
over  stations  associated  v;ith  the  Blue  Netv/ork, 


IZAXQIJELY :    And  with  ne  is  Joseph  W.  Kinghorne  of  the  poultry-  6-ivision 
of  Food  distribution  Adniinistration.     I  asked  him  to  come  over  todaj^ 
and  tell  us  why  egg  prices  received  by  poultrjnnen  have  gone  dov/n  la.ster 
than  they  usually  do  at  this  time  of  year.    Joe,  what's  the  answer? 

ICIiTGHOB.i'lE:     The  answer  is  that  egg  prices  held  up  about  five  weeks 
longer  than  usual  into  the  winter.     So  v/hen  prices  began  to  fall,  they 
v/ent  dov;n  faster  than  usuiJ.1. 

ICADIj3FtlY:    And  of  course  some  poultrymen  have  been  \/orried  about  this. 

ICINGHOHilS :     Yes,  they  have...,  although  prices  have  "not  gone  down  as 
far  as  the^'-  normally''  do. 

KiCD^ELY:     Joe,  it's  easy  to  understand  the  poultrymen' s  concern  over 
prices.     They  have  more  laj^ing  birds  than  ever  before,  and  those  birds 
are  shelling  out  record  numbers  of  eggs,  just  as  ^e  all  v/ant  them  to. 

iCINGHORilHl;     Thej^'re  doing  a  fine  job  of  producing.    And  prices  are  not 
going  to  v/ork -against  them.    Prices  v/ill  go  up  and  down  by  seasons, 
just  as  they  always  have.    3ut  there  s  a  definite  limit  -to  hov;  lovf  3gg 
prices  can  go. 

.CADIBPlLY:    And  that  limit  is  the  G-overmner;t  support  price. 

KINGriOHSS:     that's  exactly  the  point  I  want  to  emphasize.     The  floor  is 
the  eauivalent  of  an  avere-go  United  States  farm  "orice  of  30  cents  a 
dozen,    aowever ,  that  doesn  t  mean  a  guaranteed  T)rice  of  30  cents  for 
each  do^en  eggs.     In  some  parts  of  the  country'  the  floor  price  will  be 
higgler  than  ZOd .    Tor  exariple ,  in  Nev/  -HJngland,  where  feed  a-nd  labor  co^ts 
are  higher.     In  other  parts  of  the  country,  v/here  costs  are  lower,  the 
price  ::iay  go  below  30  cents  a  dozen.     But  for  the  couiitry  a-s  a  wliole,  the 
avjrage  floor  price  is  30  cents  a  dozen, 

likjIilKLY:  How  does  that  compare  v;ith  prices  far/iers  have  rec'^ived  in  the 
low-price,  spring  months  in  the  past? 

SINGHOPJ^ES:     It's  very  good.     If  you  v;ant  to  lock  at  it  in  terms  of 
parity —  it  is  about  107  percent  of  parity.     If  you  want  to  look  at  it 
in  dollars  and  cents — it's  the  highest  a^era-ge  farm  price  since  way  back 
in  1930.    And  feed  prices  are  much  lov/er  Uaw  than  they  were  in.  1920, 


(over) 


KADD3ELY:    At  any  rate,  the  &overnr.ient  ncv;  stands  ready  to  su-oport  eg.; 
-orices  at  the  highest  level  since  19;:0.    So  producers  can  c-50  ri^ht  on 
producing  as  nany  eg-^^s  as  oossiDle,  without  feo.r.  of  price, 

KINGHOEM;    Absolutely.    And  we  need  every  Ci^g  "that  can  "be  produced  f  .is 
year.     With  th3  n3w  .drying  net  hoe's ,  we  can  concentr.f?.te  ec-gs  into  com- 
paratively lit  '-.le  shi-oping  space.    ?or  this  roason,  an^;  "becau -e  of 
their  food  value,  eg.^s  are  ideal  to  ship  to  our  figiting  forces  and 
our  alli'.3s,     I  think  poultr-Tien  understand  that  very  well, 

Ki'kDISFlil:     W'hirjh  proha'bly  accounts  in  part  :-:or  the  fa-ct  th?.t  they've 
teen  doing  such  a  gr  uid  .jo"b. 

ICIKGrHOBlE:     Pr  jlDably  so...  ^nd  thoy  have  logae  a  tremendous  joh.  Last 
y3!3.T  ohey  hac'  :iiore  "birds  in  their  flocks  t'lcxn  ovor  before.,.'  those  birds 
aver?-. Ted  I'lor:   e.c,^'s  per  hen  tlian  ever  c "if ore...  an^"*.  the  number  of  0:;;:ps 
laid  v.^as  th^  largest  ever,    ^on't  try  to  remember  t  ^is  fi.<iujr3,  but  it 
wi?.l  j^;ive  yvou  an  idea  of  the  sta.gfi-ering  total  production  of.  the  industry 
last  j'jea.r:     4  billion,  420  million  dozens  of  3g;.;s, 

KfUI'r.iIF:LY;     *xhat  is_  a  stag^-ering  nvmb.'^r. 

--INSMOIli'S:     And  so  f.ir  this  yeax ,  ooultrymen  a.re  producing  at  about  fie 
sane  rate,     Thejr  have  the  feed  for  the  birds,  and  they're  making  good 
use  of  it.     If  they  e;et  the  s^txio  average  production  this  -         that  they 
'.;ot  la-st  y-^ai"-,  we'll  have  ruiother  record  year, 

iCADDI^RLY :    Anc  as  ypu'v:3  said:     ':!o  need   ;very  egg  they  can  .oroduce. 

-CIlTG-HGRi'IS ;    Tes  we  do.    And  the  G-overnment  standr  ready  to  support  the 
price  so  that  ooultrjinsn  can  keep  t'>.ose  eggs  coming. 

ivADD^F.LY:     Farm  and  Home  friends,  in  this  visit  regarding  e^'g  "orices  and 
■production ,  you've  heard  Joseph  W.  llinghorne  of  the  poultry  division  of 
-^ood  ^istribr.-ftion  Arij.iinistiation,  the  agency  v/hose  .jobs  include  buyin;; 
all  lend-leas'5  food. 
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